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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Listing of claims: 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 



Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

a communications process unit performing a communicating process with a user device and 
a system of billing a user through a network for ty-to-an amount, the amount based on a 



predetermined total length of time , through a n e twork ; 

a retrieving process unit retrieving the system correspon ding to identification information 
received from the user device from a storage unit; 

a n obtaining process unit obtaining charge information requested by the user from the 
system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 

a transmitting process unit transmitting the charge information to the user device; and 
a payment process unit performing a payment by communicating with tho system of billing a 
user by a predetermined time, and obtaining charge information from the system through th e 
network wherein s aid system of billing a user by a predetermined time ia a parking motor, and the 
ch ar g e i z a parking c hnrg" for use of-the parking meter the retrieved system according to a request 
for payment from the user device . 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

a communications process unit performing a communicating process with a user device and 
a system of billing a user through a network for up-te -an amount, the am ount based on a 
predetermined total length of t ime , through a network ; 

a retrieving process unit retrieving the svstem. corresponding to identification information 
received from the user device or acc ording to a request; 

an obtaining process unit obtaining current use in formation from the system retrieved by the 
retrieving process unit; 

a receiving process unit receiving notifi cation request information relating to a timing of 
notifying the current use information; and 

an information providing unit-ebtaMng^iiiuil as e information fr o m the system of billi n g n 
u . cr b „ a p rcdctq- min o d tim e n crnrr tinc +n mmHnrl infnrmrition transmitted in advance from t h e 
tt se * device or at a request from the- i ru J l . i c e, and t rans mi tt ing the obtaine d use information t o t h e 
urn device whorcin said system of billing a user by n p re d eter mined time io a parking motor, a nd 
H i e c harge io a parking e hm gL fm irr n f t he pnririn g aclef transmittin g the obtained use information 
to the user device a gg^rding to the r ogation request information received from the user device . 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented): The server according to claim 2, wherein when the 
payment is made in a pre-payment system for a predetermined time, a message is transmitted to the 
user device at any time before the predetermined time elapses. 



Claim 4 (Canceled) 
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Claim 5 (Canceled) 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A system use support method, comprising: 

transmitting an identification number of a system of billing a user [[by]] for an amount, the 

amount based on a predetermined total length of time, and user information from a user device; 

[[and]] 

obtaining an address of a system of billing a user by a predetermined time corresponding to 
the identification number, obtaining use information from the system at the address, and adjusting a 
charge or providing information; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identificat ion information received from the user 
device or according to a request; 

nhtainin p current use information from the system retrieved b y th e retri eving process unit; 

receiving notification req uest information relating t o a timin g of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to t h e user device according to the notification 
request information received from th e user device. 

Claim 7 (Original): The method according to claim 6, wherein said system of billing a user 
by a predetermined time is a parking meter, and the charge is a parking charge for use of the parking 
meter. 
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Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device and a system of billing a user 
through a network for wp-to- an amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of ti me; 
through a network ; [[and]] 

performing a payment by communicating with the system of billing a user by a 
predetermined time, and obtaining charge information from the system through the network; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identi f ication information received from the user 
device or according to a request; 

obtaining current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 

receivin g notification request inform a tion relating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information; and 

transmitting the obtain ed use informati o n to the user device according to the notification 
request information received from th e user device. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device and a system of billing a user 
through a network for nr^—" amount the amount based on a predetermined total length of time, 
through a network ; [[and]] 
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obtaining current use information from the system according to recorded information 
transmitted in advance from the user device or at a request from the user device, and transmitting 
the obtained use information to the user device; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification in formation received from the user 
device or according to a request: 

obtaining current use information from the system retri eved bv the retrieving process unit; 

receiving notification request information rel ating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the user device according to the notification 
request information received from th e user device. 

Claim 10 (Original): The storage medium according to claim 8, wherein said system of 
billing a user by a predetermined time is a parking meter, and the charge is a parking charge for use 
of the parking meter. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): The storage medium according to claim 9, wherein said system of 
billing a user by a predetermined time is a parking meter, and the charge is a parking charge for use 
of the parking meter. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave storing 
a computer program used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 
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performing a communicating process with a user device or a system of billing a user through 
a network for ap-to- an amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of t ime through a 
n e twork ; and 

performing a payment by communicating with the system of billing a user by a 
predetermined time, and obtaining charge information from the system through the network; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification informatio n received from the user 
device or according to a request; 

obtaining current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 

receiving notification request information relating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the user de vice according to the notification 
request information received from the user device. 

Claim 1 3 (Currently Amended): A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave storing 
a computer program used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: performing a 
communicating process with a user device and a system of billing a user through a network for «p4e 
an amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of time; and obtaining current use 
information from the system according to recorded information transmitted in advance from the 
user device or at a request from the user device, and transmitting the obtained use information to the 
user device; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification information received from the user 
device or according to a request; 
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obtaining current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 
receiving notification request information relating to a timing o f notifying the current use 
information; and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the user de vice according to the notification 
request information received from the user device . 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

a communications process unit performing a communicating process with a user device 
through a network; 

an information providing unit obtaining use information about a user who uses a system of 
billing a user for "f-*^" amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of t ime, 
determining a transmission timing of a message according to the obtained use information, and 
transmitting the message to the user device through the network with the transmission timing; 
[[and]] 

a payment unit for making a payment at a payment request from the user device; 
a retrieving nrocess u nit retrieving the system, corres pon d ing t o id entification information 
received fmm the user device or according to a r equest; 

,n obtaining process unit obtaining current use informatio n from the system retrieved by the 

retrieving process unit; 

a receiving process unit receiving notific ation re quest information relating to a timing of 
nntifyin p the current use informa tion; and 
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an information providing unit transmitting the obtained use information to the user device 
according to the notification request information received fr om the user device. 

Claim 1 5 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device through a network; 

obtaining use information about a user who uses a system of billing a user for up4e-an 
amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of time, determining a transmission 
timing of a message according to the obtained use information, and transmitting the message to the 
user device through the network with the transmission timing; and 

making a payment at a payment request from the user device; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification information received from the user 
device or according to a request; 

obtainin g current use information from the system re trieved bv the retrieving process unit; 

receiving notification request information relati n g to a timing of notifying the current use 
information; and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the user device according to the notification 
request information received from th e user device. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave storing 
a computer program used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device through a network; 
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obtaining use information about a user who uses a system of billing a user for up-te-an 
amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of time, determining a transmission 
timing of a message according to the obtained use information, and transmitting the message to the 
user device through the network with the transmission timing; [[and]] 

making a payment at a payment request from the user device; 

retrieving the svstem. corresponding to identification informati on received from the user 
device or according to a request; 

obtaining current use information from the svstem retrieved by the retrievin g process unit; 

receiving notification request information rel ating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to t he user device according to the notification 
request information received from the user device. 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

communications process means for performing a communicating process with a user device 
and a system of billing a user [[by]] an amount the amount based on a predetermined total length of 
times through a network; [[and]] 

payment process means for performing a payment by communicating with the system of 
billing a user for up to a predetermined total time, and obtaining charge information from the 
system through the network; 

a retrieving nrocess unit retrieving th e svstem. corresponding to identification information 
received from the user device or according to a request; 
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an obtaining process unit obtaining current use information from the system retrieved by the 
retrieving process unit; 

a receiving process unit receiving notification request information relating to a timing of 
notifying the current use information: and 

an information providing unit transmitting the obtained use information to t he user device 
according to the notification request information received from the user device. 



